The 28S and 18S ribosomal RNA bands should be distinct, intense bands. The intensity of the upper band should be 2-fold to that of the lower band. Small, diffused bands representing low molecular weight RNAs (tRNA and 5S ribosomal RNA) may be present. A diffuse smear of between 18S and 28S ribosomal bands, potentially comprised of mRNA and other heterogeneous RNA species. The DNA contamination in the RNA preparation as evident as a high molecular weight smear or band migrating above the 28S ribosomal RNA band. The degradation of the RNA will be reflected by the smears of the ribosomal RNA bands.
